PREFACE TO VOL. XXVI

Document LIII. (the Relation of 1643 —44) was com-
menced in Vol. XXV., wherein we presented Chaps.
i.—viii. of Part I. (by Vimont, as superior). In this
volume, the remainder of Part I. is given, together
with the first five chapters of Part II. (the belated
Huron report, by Lalemant). It will be remembered,
from the prefatory note in Vol. XXV., that Part I.
is dated at Quebec, September 5, 1644; and that the
principal portion of Part II., dated in the Huron
country, September 21, 1643, is a second copy of the
Huron report which had been intended for the Rela-
tion of 1642 —43,—the first copy was captured by the
Iroquois, and, although restored to JQgues, was left
in his cabin when he went to visit the Dutch, who
unexpectedly enabled him to escape. The conclu-
sion of this report, together with a closing chapter
dated March 31, 1644, bringing the account of Hu-
ron affairs up to that date, will appear in Vol. XXVII.

Continuing his report, Vimont describes the Huron
seminary maintained at Three Rivers during the
winter, and the instruction of its six adult pupils.
In the spring, they set out to return to their own
country, accompanied by Father Bressani; but they
have journeyed only six leagues when they are
captured by an ambushed band, and carried prison-
ers into the Iroquois country. Ten different bands
of these ferocious invaders have this summer ravaged



